
 
St.	Lawrence	Church 

Parish	Council	Meeting 

September	28,	2023 
 
Members	present:	Fr.	Joe	DeCosta,	Donna	Lebert,	Melissa	Ferrara,	Lou	Hosking,	
Karen	Shea 
 
Others	in	attendance:		Al	Karg,	Jack	Schuster,	John	Kuzminski 
 
The	meeting	opened	at	7:04	pm	with	a	welcome	from	Donna	Lebert	and	a	prayer	
from	Fr.	Joe.	All	council	members	in	attendance	previously	read	and	reviewed	the	
minutes	from	the	last	meeting	which	was	sent	via	email.		The	minutes	were	
approved	as	presented.		Donna	announced	the	resignation	of	Lynn	Forte	from	the	
Council.		The	Council	thanked	Lynn	for	her	years	served.		Donna	also	announced	the	
resignation	of	Melissa	Ferrara	from	the	position	of	Recording	Secretary	as	of	
October	1,	2023.		In	addition,	Melissa	will	resign	from	her	position	on	the	Council	as	
of	November	30,	2023.		The	Council	thanked	Melissa	for	her	years	of	service	and	
Donna	stated	she	would	like	the	position	of	recording	secretary	to	be	filled	before	
the	November	meeting. 
 
Ministry	Committee	Reports: 
				*	Liturgy:		Fr	Joe	reported	that	the	position	of	music	minister	is	still	open	and	
continues	to	be	posted	online	on	the	Indeed	and	Yale	School	of	Sacred	Music	
websites.		Melissa	Ferrara	stated	there	have	only	been	3	inquiries	all	summer	long	
and	2	were	unqualified	candidates.		A	third	just	inquired	yesterday	and	Fr	Joe	
believes	Eileen	Boulay	has	or	will	reach	out	to	her.		No	report	was	provided	on	the	
formation	of	a	hiring	committee	that	would	include	parishioners	who	serve	in	
positions	that	will	have	close	contact	with	the	music	minister.		Nancy	Rymut	and	
Thomas	Smith	has	been	playing	at	Masses	since	August	and	will	continue	to	do	so	
until	a	replacement	is	hired.	Nancy	is	looking	to	coordinate	a	Christmas	choir	and	
choir	rehearsal	is	now	occurring	between	the	two	Sunday	Masses.			November	1st	is	
All	Saints	Day	and	November	2nd	is	All	Souls	Day.		Donna	Lebert	will	ask	Margaret	
Whiteman	if	she	is	coordinating	flowers	and	the	candle	ceremony	for	All	Souls	Day.			
Margaret	Whiteman	was	not	present	and	did	not	provide	a	report	on	the	status	of	
the	youth	Masses	which	will	hopefully	start	up	again	soon.		Melissa	Ferrara	reported	
that	no	date	has	been	set	for	a	meeting	to	brainstorm	who	and	what	is	needed	to	
resurrect	the	Liturgy	committee.		She	regretfully	must	step	away	from	assisting	with	
this	formation	due	to	other	obligations.		Eileen	Boulay	put	a	paragraph	in	the	
bulletin	asking	for	any	parishioners	interested	in	receiving	the	Eucharist	at	home	
and	an	announcement	will	be	made	at	Masses.		To	date,	no	one	has	responded.		 



*	Finance:	Dan	O’Sullivan	could	not	be	present	but	provided	a	written	report.		The	
2022-23	actual	budget	has	been	completed	and	a	report	will	be	included	in	the	
October	bulletin.		He	reported	that	last	year	ended	in	the	black	and	next	year	is	
projected	to	end	slightly	in	the	black	but	this	is	without	making	a	contribution	to	the	
Capitol	Maintenance	reserve.	
 
				*	CCD:	Diana	Blair	was	not	present	and	did	not	provide	a	written	report.		Kirk	
Whiteman	was	not	present	but	provided	a	report	that	the	Confirmation	class	has	
moved	from	Wednesdays	to	Thursdays	and	the	first	class	was	on	September	28th.		
Confirmation	is	scheduled	for	November	19th	at	2	pm	at	St	Peter	Church	and	is	a	
combined	Mass	with	both	parishes.		There	are	13	candidates	from	St.	Lawrence	
Church.		 
 
				*	TIA:		Kirk	Whiteman	provided	a	report	that	he,	Margaret	Whiteman	and	Maria	
Hacker	are	the	leaders.		The	first	meeting	was	held	on	September	17th	and	30	teens	
were	in	attendance.		Sign-ups	for	CHWC	is	October	4th	and	the	CHWC	location	will	be	
either	Niagara	Falls	NY	or	Wilmington	DE.		Chaperones	are	already	in	place.		The	
2023/24	calendar	has	been	prepared	and	sent	to	the	group.		The	TIA	is	helping	the	
CCD	program	at	Sweets	for	Saints	on	October	28th.	The	next	TIA	meeting	is	
scheduled	for	October	22nd. 
 
				*	Healing	Ministry:	Alice	Lucas	submitted	a	written	report.	Rides	are	still	being	
provided	to	medical	appointments	for	those	in	need	and	there	are	5	drivers.	Blood	
pressure	clinics	continue	and	will	occur	after	Masses	on	the	first	weekend	of	each	
month	as	well	as	monthly	at	the	Estuary	lunch.		The	blood	drive	that	was	scheduled	
for	late	August	was	unsuccessful	in	getting	committed	donors	and	the	group	will	
instead	support	the	upcoming	blood	drive	at	St	Peter	Church.		A	CPR/AED	course	
had	12	members	attend	and	was	very	successful.		The	group	is	working	to	arrange	
the	removal	of	a	stump	in	Mary’s	Garden. 
	 
				*	Hospitality:		Al	Karg	reported	that	‘coffee	and’	occurs	the	3rd	Sunday	of	every	
month	and	now	includes	the	4	pm	Mass.		He	stated	that	there	are	not	enough	
greeters	to	cover	Masses	each	month	but	efforts	to	recruit	continue.		He	hopes	to	
discuss	setting	up	an	online	scheduling	option	for	greeters	with	Bob	Vissers	in	the	
near	future.		Al	also	reminded	that	funeral	receptions	and	alerting	parishioners	to	
the	passing	of	fellow	parishioners	in	a	timely	fashion	needs	to	be	addressed	at	some	
point	in	the	near	future.		 
 
			*	Stewardship:	Nothing	new	to	report.	
 
			*	Plant	&	Facilities:	Donna	Lebert	asked	about	the	status	of	the	tree	removal	
along	Rt	81.		Fr	Joe	provided	an	update	that	Eversource	and	Comcast	have	been	
informed	and	must	schedule	to	work	together	to	get	the	wires	down	and	power	shut	
off	in	order	for	the	trees	to	be	safely	removed.		Fr	Joe	stated	that	Bob	DeMarini	and	
Steve	St	John	are	coordinating	this	project.				John	Kuzminski	was	present	to	report	
on	the	kitchen	hood	fire	suspension	system	issue.		The	insurance	inspector	shut	
down	the	kitchen	after	learning	the	inspection	has	not	been	happening	as	required	
over	recent	years.		John	stated	the	inspections	were	not	conducted	every	6	months	



during	the	years	when	the	kitchen	was	not	being	used	due	to	COVID.		It	has	been	
inspected	now	and	the	kitchen	is	reopened.		John	requested	that	a	new	access	hole	
be	made	in	the	ceiling	in	the	kitchen	to	allow	the	inspections	in	confined	spaces	to	
happen	in	a	safe	and	easy	manner	which	is	not	the	case	at	the	current	time.		The	
Council	supported	the	project	and	Donna	will	check	to	see	if	the	proposed	access	
hole	will	work.		Donna	Lebert	reported	that	Carole	Pleines	has	offered	to	repaint	the	
sign	in	the	front	of	the	Church	and	Joe	Vitale	will	bring	it	to	her	if	she	agrees.		Karen	
Shea	will	provide	Donna	with	the	name	of	a	company	that	can	perform	the	asbestos	
testing	on	the	hall	flooring	and	Eileen	Boulay	is	obtaining	quotes	on	replacing	the	
flooring.		Fr	Joe	and	Donna	are	working	out	the	final	details	of	the	Blink	security	
camera	for	the	Narthex.		Donna	Lebert	thanked	Joe	Vitale	and	Mary	Karg	for	their	
efforts	in	cleaning	up	the	Monument	to	the	Unborn.		Several	members	present	
expressed	their	issues	with	the	Church	sound	system.		The	Council	agreed	to	have	
Donna	Lebert	ask	Dawn	Walczak	if	she	can	arrange	for	the	company	she	works	for	
to	come	in	to	assess	the	sound	system	in	the	Church	and	provide	a	quote	on	
servicing,	repairing	and/or	replacing	the	current	one.		There	was	nothing	new	to	
report	on	the	church	door	project	and	the	Council	decided	action	needs	to	be	taken	
as	soon	as	possible	to	replace	the	doors.		There	is	a	need	to	split	out	the	
work/quotes	for	the	altar	exit	doors	vs	the	entry	double	doors.	Jack	Schuster	agreed	
to	assess	the	altar	doors	and	contact	companies	to	see	that	the	job	gets	underway	as	
soon	as	possible.	
 
Website/Communications:	Nothing	new	to	report. 
 
Suggestion	Box	–	There	were	5	suggestions	in	the	box	but	no	names	on	any	of	them	
despite	instructions	on	the	box	to	do	so.		For	this	reason,	they	could	not	be	
addressed	by	the	Council.			Melissa	Ferrara	suggested	the	protocol	for	writing	
suggestions	be	announced	at	the	altar	and	put	in	the	bulletin	and	explain	that	the	
Council	needs	names	to	be	able	to	follow	up	with	clarification	questions	and	a	
response. 
 
Old	Business:		 
There	is	no	replacement	yet	for	the	child	advocate	position. 
 
The	organ	repairs	are	still	on	hold.			
	
New	Business:					 
 
Lou Hosking asked is Fr. Marty’s new Friday prayer group is only one specific Friday or 
will it be continuous Fridays.  No one present knew the answer.  Donna Lebert agreed to 
look into it and provide Lou with the information for the calendar, 
 
The	next	Parish	Council	meeting	will	be	November	30,	2023	at	7	pm	in	the	parish	
hall.		A	motion	was	made	by	Donna	Lebert	to	adjourn	the	meeting.	The	meeting	
adjourned	at	8:24	pm	with	a	prayer	by	Fr	Joe. 
 
Respectfully	Submitted	by 
Melissa	Ferrara,	Secretary 


